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soil that renders its tracing difficult. In following a well-defined
ledge that outcrops conspicuously, one not uncommonly finds
that it apparently ends abruptly, and careful search fails to find
it beyond the point of disappearance. Sometimes this is the
result of- faulting but in most cases it is not. The more conspicu-
oxis the ledge has been and the more abruptly it ends, the
stronger the presumption of faulting. Such a supposition is
still further strengthened by finding that the same ledge also
ends abruptly on the other side of the adjacent valley, as is often
the case. One should be cautious, however, in assuming faulting
on unsupported evidence of this kind, since the stratum may
"pinch out," or since changes in the thickness of the formation,
in the degree of its resistance to weathering, in the steepness of
the slope on which it occurs, or in the degree of exposure to sun,
' rain, and wind, may cause "the outcrop to be buried for long
distances.
Often where the ledge is not too deeply buried, the upper limit
of "float77 (fragments of the rock in the soil) may be followed in
a definite line which indicates the position of the formation, but
whore a second, similar stratum occurs but little farther up the
hill, the fragments from the upper outcrop may mingle with those
from the lower, and make the tracing uncertain.
The character of the soil may also be of much help in tracing a
buried formation. Soils from limestones, sandstones and shales
are often quite distinct. One should study the soil conditions
at points where the formations are well exposed, in order to
learn the4, sort of soil yielded by each bed. The soil from very
thin beds may be entirely masked by slump from the soils of
thicker overlying beds, especially on steep slopes. Even where
the physical characters of the soils are so similar as not to be
easily distinguished, beds can sometimes be traced by the nature
of the vegetation that grows on them. Even across cultivated
fields, where there are no visible outcrops, and where few rock
fragments can be noted, the trace of a formation can often be
followed by differences in plant growth, sometimes by more
abxindant weed patches, sometimes by a scarcity of vegetation.